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Withholding their attack until
The fray would have to turn most ill
Before great harm could come to them.
If I judge right their stratagem.29
THE  SARACENS  RALLY
The gallant men of God's crusade.
After they made their onslaught, stayed 5                            6,540
And when they stayed, the Saracens
Rallied, and reformed their defense.
So, armed with maces, came a score
Of thousand infidels and more
To rescue those whom we had felled.
Then was our soldiery repelled
And battered hard and driven back;
Their archers took up the attack
With arrows which they shot in swarms.
Their maces smashed our heads and arms                             6,550
So that they bent our knights down over
Saddlebows. When we could recover
Our strength and catch our breath anew,
Into the fray once more we flew
And smote their companies afresh,
Rending them like a flimsy mesh.
Ye had seen saddles whirled about,
Turks driven back and put to rout.
Then they assailed us in such strength
We could not go a bowshot's length,                                    6,560
And had our companies not stayed
Their drive, dearly we would have paid.
There was the emir Dequedin,30
29 This passage is somewhat clearer in the Itineranum (p. 272), which explains
that the Normans and English guarded the standard and so remained in the rear of
the fighting lines to establish a rallying point for the Christian soldiers.
30 This certainly means Taki ed Din Omar, lord of Hama, Saladin's nephew, but
there are reasons to believe that he could not have been at this battle and that this
reference is an error. Perhaps his banner was carried into battle by some of his vassals
from Hama who were serving- in Saladin's army, but even this seems improbable under